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Q04 – You are performing the role of Mickey.
Describe how you would use your acting skills to interpret Mickey’s character in this extract and explain why your ideas are appropriate both for this extract and the play as a whole. 

Mickey is a brilliant character for any actor to play because you get to show his full journey from being an innocent child to his tragic death in the final moments of the play. It is important that the audience is always on his side and feels that it was all about luck which family he was raised with and that he never had a chance. The ending of the play is actually the first thing the audience sees with Mickey and Eddie both dead, so this should always be at the back of their minds, that he will never manage to survive. This gives the play a sense of tragedy.	Comment by David Routledge: Understanding of character	Comment by David Routledge: Understanding of the structure of the play

In this extract Mickey is cocky and confident as a teenager at his secondary school in Liverpool. I would show this cockiness in how Mickey speaks to the teacher and how he shows his dislike of education in general. When he speaks to the teacher and says I don't know... I would stick out my chin and fold my arms and make direct eye contact with the teacher. This would show how stubborn I am and also that I am not afraid to challenge the Teacher. I would also be doing this to show Linda how cocky and grown up I am, because I fancy her and think she fancies me too. When I say the line a Fish fingers, I would flip both my hands into a rude gesture giving the middle finger to the Teacher and then breaking out into a loud laugh and grabbing Linda and spinning her round. This would show to an audience just how little respect I have for the Teacher and also that I am saying and doing these things mainly to impress Linda. When Linda is arguing with the Teacher at the end of this extract I would be putting on my jacket and school bag over my shoulder to show that I wasn't going to stay in a lesson I found boring. I would also get a cigarette out of my pocket and then stick it behind my ear which would show that I didn't really care about any of the school rules as long as I was impressing Linda.	Comment by David Routledge: Referring directly to the extract	Comment by David Routledge: Use of quote – talking about PHYSICAL skills	Comment by David Routledge: Shows understanding of character and the plot	Comment by David Routledge: Clearly thinking about physical skills and the effect this has for the audience	Comment by David Routledge: Shows understanding of character and possible reasons 

The Mickey that we see in this extract is a very different Mickey to the one we see at the start of the play. When we first meet Mickey as a child he is innocent and young and playful. If I was playing Mickey, in the scene where he first meets Eddie, I would show his youthfulness and also that he has a hint of the naughty streak which would lead him to becoming a rebellious teenager in school. Even though Eddie is really kind and offers to share sweets, Mickey is suspicious and actually steals the whole bag. This would link to the rebel he becomes as a teenager later on. I would have Mickey appear like a kid who is really streetwise and used to playing out all day. I would throw myself around and drop to my knees, as though I wasn't scared of grazing them on the pavement. When I said the line "Giz a sweet" I would stare really closely into the actor playing Eddie's face and then say this line slowly and in a menacing tone. When I talked about Sammy, I would stand with my feet wide apart and my chest puffed out, as though I was bragging about him. I would be aiming for a naturalistic performance as Mickey, so it would be important to show the audience that he is a carefree but bossy child who at first tries to intimidate Mickey, but then wants to be his friend.	Comment by David Routledge: Showing understanding of character – now giving other examples from the play	Comment by David Routledge: Giving examples of what he would do and how this links to the character later on in the play	Comment by David Routledge: Examples of physical and vocal skills in this particular section of the play

In another contrast with the play, I would think about how I would play Mickey in the final scene when he bursts into the courtroom where Eddie is working.  This is a tense and dramatic scene, the climax of the play. My performance here as Mickey would be very different from the extract and the scene when he's a child. Firstly, I would need to show his nervous and manic state by walking confidently into the room, but also shaking. I would pace quickly and be unable to stand still. When I eventually pulled the gun out of my pocket, I would do this is a casual way as though it's no big deal, which should make the audience feel tense as Mickey has clearly lost his mind. When Mrs Johnstone reveals that we were brothers and she gave him away I would sink to my knees. This would be a reminder of what I did in the childhood scene, but this time in shock and anger. I would run my hands through my hair and pull at it in clumps and then bang the gun on the ground. This would hopefully shock the audience who would then be tense because my character is so out of control. Finally, when I say the line "I could've been him" I would say this slowly and in an angry whisper (still heard by the audience) as I walked up to Mrs Johnstone. I would want the audience to think that I was going to shoot her and at the last minute would spin round and fire the gun at Eddie.	Comment by David Routledge: Link to another example from the play	Comment by David Routledge: Understanding of dramatic techniques used within the play	Comment by David Routledge: Understanding of character – applying physical and vocal skills	Comment by David Routledge: Nice example – linking back to earlier in the play	Comment by David Routledge: Awareness of audience and effect it would have for them	Comment by David Routledge: Vocal skills – justifying how it would be said and the intention 

All of these moments would make a realistic portrayal of Mickey.
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This is both an excellent description and explanation of how drama is performed, and the candidate gives a thorough and detailed coverage of the role of Mickey, drawing on references in this extract as well as elsewhere in the play.  The response covers an extensive range of theatrical skills, with a nice sense of a physical motif being used, and precise details throughout help support ideas which are exact and entirely appropriate.  There is a strong sense of an audience responding to this performance which helps to further demonstrate understanding.	Comment by David Routledge: It is really important you explain how you would perform the character in this extract and other examples from the play	Comment by David Routledge: Refer to the audience – they are an important part in performances
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‘Soction B 4 and .5 questions (20 marks)

The response demonsirates an excellen knowledge and understanding
of how drama and thealre is developed and performed
The ideas given are exact, wel-developed, entiely appropriate for the
extract and indicate an excellent knowledge of the play as a whole
“The range of thealrical skilsreferenced is exte
calculated to interpret characterisupport the action
details are provided troughout the
cription and explanaton

The response demonsirates a good knowledge and understanding of
how drama and theatre is developed and performed
The ideas given are clear, developed and secure, have a good degree of
‘appropriateness for the extract and ndicate 2 good knowedge of the
play as a whole

« The range o theatrcal kil referenced is wide and cleary targeted at
successiull interpreting the character/supportng the action

= _A number of precise detals are provided to supportthe response.

Roasonable description and explanation

« The response demonstrates a reasonable knowledge and understanding
of how drama and thealre is developed and performed

« The ideas given are reasonably clear, mosty sound, have some
relovance for the extract and indicate 3 reasonabie knowledge of the piay
as.a whole

= The range of theatrcal kil referenced is fai and has some potential to
Interpret the characier/support the action

A few precise detais are provided to support the response.

Limitod description and explanation:

The response demonsirates a imited knowledge and understanding of
how drama and theatre s developed and performed

The ideas given demonstrats under-developed knowledge, may lack
Glarity andlor appropriateness for the extract and indcate a imied
understanding of th play a5 a whole.

“The range of healrical sklsreferenced s narrow and has limited
potential to interpret the characterisupport the action

Minimal detail & provided to support the response.
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